GHE QISSIONAL MARRIAGE STUDY

Session #13: Teamwork in Marriage

“Two are better than one because fhey have a good retfurn for their labor. For I'fel'fher‘ of them fa//s/ the
one will //'ﬁ‘ up his companion. But woe to the one who fa//s when there is not another to /iﬁ‘ him up,
Furthermore, if two lie down together, they keep warm, but how can one be warm alone? And if one can
overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A forn of three strands is not qul’ck/y forn apart. 7

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Conceptual Jdeas to Convey:
% God’s desire ]Cov* a husband and wife is that H/\ey be “one.” This is a theme all ’rlz\y*ou\g'/\ouﬁr the bible (as
evidenced in the Triy\ify, Jsrael, the Church bocly, Elders, etc...)- and if marriage is to be a [/\eal’rl/\y picture
of the Christ & His church, then it is absolutely vital that a husband and wife learn to come together as a
team of one- not a household o]c individuals.

*  Although a married couple does not compete fov* a prize against other couples, in many ways a husband
and wife constitute a team that battles against fov*ces that tear at their marriage.

% To build a winning team in marriage and better accomplisl/\ the spirifual mission of marriage, a husband and
wife must hold to a few key fomnda’rional convictions. Without these biblical principles Jrl/\ey will not operate
well as a team and will grow isolated in bother their v*elaﬂonsl/\ip and from one another- as well as from their

mission.

1. Loving Your Spouse as Christ Loves You
a.  Mathew 22:34-40; John 13:34-35; 15:12-13; Romans 13:8-10; 1 Covinthians. 13:1-3; 1 John 4:10-12
2. Having a Shared Theological Purpose for Your Lives
a. Qenesis 1:128; Joshua 24:14-15; Matthew 6:19-21, 24, 33; eplf\esiahs 5:15-17; Matthew 18:19-20
3. Seting Goals 'Toge’rker"
4. Committing to Serve Others Rather Than YOuwself
a.  Mark 10:45; John 13:1-17; pl/\ilippial/\s 2:1-8
5. Communicaﬁng Well / Dealing with Issues
a. Colossians 3:12-17
6. Fulfi“ing Vour God-Appointed Roles & Responsibilities in Marriage (and Responding to One Another in
Ways that will I/\elp each other fulfi” those Roles & Responsibiliﬁes)
a. 1 Peter 3:1-7; Galatians 3:26-29; Romans 12:12-26; Matthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 5:22-33; Genesis 2:18-22;
Proverbs 31:10-31; Titus 2:3-5; Colossians 3:18-19
7. Allowing the holy Spirit to Equip you (by Vielding to Him- not to Sinl)
a. John 14:15-26; Romans 6:12-14, 8:5-8, 12:1-2;, Galatians 5:16-18

— J]( you were to compare marriage to a team sponrt, what sponrt would you choose and why?

- What elements are necessary to create a winning team in sports like baseball, basketball, fooera”, and
soccer?

- Why do teams with outstanding players sometimes lose to teams whose individual players have lower levels
of athletic skill2

—  What are some Jrypiccﬂ cl/\a”elr\ges cou\ples face in marriage that requires teamwork?

-  What are one or tow H/\ings that ’rypica”y l/\appen in your marriage when you don’t work ’roge’rlf\er as a team¥?

- WI/\Y is it harder to accow\plis'/\ the mission God has called our marriages to, if only one of the spouses is
pulling the spiritual weight?¢

—  What role does “individualism” play in L\indering a marriage from God’s pmrposes? What can individualism
look like in your own marriage?

- What can teamwork look like in your Ministry together? Your home? Job? Social |ife? Ete...?

-  How can diﬁerey\ces be a ”good" Jr[/\iv\g fov* you and younr mawiage?

- éxplain the diﬁerence between “unity” and ”uniformify” — and how that can play out in your marriage...



o OoVK:

Take some time with your spouse this week and assess your marriage based on the idea of “teamwork.” How are
you cloihg? Which areas of your marriage are y,a” S’rv‘ugglilf\g to w/\ify on? What's l(eepihg you 'Fv‘om y*ec\cl/\il/\g your
fm” pofen‘rial? What's going to have to c'/\ange (S’ram‘ing with YOUD in ordenr ]Cov* Y’a” to start fumc’rioning more as

Allies instead of Axis’e Make it absolm‘ely clear (”’roge’r[/\ew” with your spomse) what y'a“ are committing to in order

to improve your teamwork.

Fina”y, spenol some time oliscussing with one-another all the ways in which you are better ’rogeﬂx\er WITH younr
spouse than you were WITHOUT them... Pray and thank God ]Cov‘ these things- and ask for God’s help to die to
self and shore up the weaker areas of your marriage, so that you and your spouse W\igl/\"’ be more umified foy* the

sake of the Gospel— as well as foy* the health of your marriage and fami|y.’



