GHE QISSIONAL MARRIAGE STUDY

Session #11: Parenting (Part 2): A Man’s Role in the Home
A Woman’s Role in the Home

“Hear, O Tsraell The LORD is our Ciod), the LORD is one! You shall love the L ORD your Giod with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your might. These words, which T am commandling you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach

them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie

down and when you rise up. Vou shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. Vou

shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
-Deuteronomy &:4-9

Watch Video Clip: Session 23 from “Authentic Manhood” series.
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Times are diﬁcey*en’r than just 40 years ago... Jroday, fy*ow\ the time a girl is born, she is bombarded
with the idea that a woman’s place is not in the home, but in a career... there are new realities fov*
a young girl growing up in America +oc|ay. .. she has within her, a new supreme pursuit in |ife
Betty Ferdan wrote a book in the ‘60’s called, “the femini!f\e mystique” ... in which, she calls
homemakers ”pav‘asi’res”

Germaine Greer wrote a book in the 70’s called, “the female eunuch”... in which, she calls
motherhood a “handicap” and pregnancy an “illness”

All ’rl/\rouglr\ the 60’s, 70’s, & 80’s — there was this call “o get out of the home and into the
WOrkplace where you belong..." wlz\y? Because it should be a woman’s supreme pursuit in Iife!
While the marches and books have toned down now- the reality is now, that this “supreme pursuit”
has just become a common, “normal” value system in America... So much so that Titus 2 sounds
absolutely foreign in our culture today

Jn’reresﬁng note... if you go back and s+ucly all the feminis+s of the 60’s & 70’s- H/\ey all came fv*ow\
homes with abusive dads- every one of them!

The current sociological data stll shows how absolm’rely critical it is for young children to have a
mom at home — yet 67% of all mothers with children under 4, are in the WOrkplace. .. and those are
the very years when a child needs mom the most...

But what about daycarve...? Dr. Burton White (Harvard Prof.) did a 30 year study on childcave...
His conclusion: ”Aﬁer more than 30 years of research on how children develop well, T would not
think of putting an infant or toddler of my own into any substitute care program.”

Barbara Bush when speaking to Wesley Co”ege (liberal arts school foy* women), said... “The
choice that must not be missed as a woman is to cherish your human connections. At the end of
younr life, you will never regret not l/\aving passed one more test; not winning one more verdict; not
closing one more deal. But you will regret time not spent with your husband; time not spent with
your child; time not spent with your friends and your parents.”

Did you know that 75% of evey‘y’r]/\ing younr child will know, H/\ey will know by the time H/\ey're 5
years old? Their sense of trust; their sense of iclen’ri’ry; their sense of communication and
rela’rionsl/\ip and in many ways, social scientists tell us, even their capacity fov* in+e”igence —is all
established by the time they’re 5 years old. We have reams of social data telling us this. Vet with
all that data ’re”ing us that, mom and dad are still leaving dmring those very important forma’rive
years,

The cl/\a”enge fov* young parents is to determine what you want most, what younr values are, what
you desire to produce... is it healthy, spiritual children? Owr is it freedom and a career? Either will

require a sacrifice. .. one mi9|/\+ be your career. .. the other miglm‘ be younr children...
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TFather Trends:
o 1960: 17.5% of homes were missing biological ]Ca’r'/\ey*
o 1990: 38.3% of all homes were missing biologica| fa’r[/\ey*
O 2010: 55% of all homes will be missing bio'ogical fa’rl/\er
Mother Trends:
o 1950: 7% of all moms were in the WOrkforce c\f‘l’ev‘ child is 6 mo. old
o 2002: 67% of all moms were in the WOkaorce aﬁew child is 6 mo. old
O 2010: 80% of all moms will be in workfov‘ce aﬁer child is 6 mo. old
All research indicates that the most ]Cowv\aﬁve years of a child’s Iife occurs between birth and 4 years of age
75% of all we know is learned in the firsf 5 years of life
Barna: 9/10 men expect their wife to work
JV\“"ev‘eSﬁV\g. . sh/\cly of 20,000 comples: majority of women resent "]/\aving" to work
Barna: #-1 feav‘ of TJw. 'Higl/\ kids: “that my dad will leave my mom”
Barna: 25 million children abandoned by dad each yeanr

PLEA FOR FAMILIES TOD}AY «. Our culture is in shambles foclay. .. the way we've BEEN c!oing it isn’t

w0rkin9... someﬂr\ing needs to clr\ange! Jf you want to change the way someone behaves, then you need to clf\ange

the way ’rl/\ey think. Jf you want to cl/\amge the way someone thinks, then you need to change what it is ’r[/\ey believe!

We must start belie\/ing that Good has a better way- that he has designed the family to operate a certain way- and

when that way is pev‘vev“red, so will be the family. And as the fam”y goes, so goes the mission that God has called
us tol Jf you\’v‘e going to have kids- foy* God’s sake, do it God’s way!

o

X3

¢

X3

%

DS

R/
0’0

DS

X3

8

3

*

o — o :

Proverbs 22:6 — train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not turn from it

Proverbs 17:6 — the glory of sons is their fathers

Titus 2:3-5 — Older women are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much
wine, ‘reaclf\ing what is good, SO THAT H/\ey may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to
love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subjecf to their own husbands, so that
the Word of God will not be dishonored.

Titus 2:6-8 — Likewise, urge the young men to be sensible; in all ’rlf\ings, show yowﬁself to be an exaw\ple of
gooc] deeds, with purity in doctrine, clignifiec], sound in speecl/\ which is beyolf\cl v*eproacl/\, SO THAT the
opponent will be put to shame, I/\aving V\ofl/\ing bad to say about us.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 — Hear, O Israell The Lord is our Giod, the Lord is onel Vou shall love the Lord your
God with all younr heart and with all younr soul and with all younr miglm‘. These words which J am
commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligen’rly to your sons and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise
up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as fy*on’ra|s on your ]Coy‘elz\eac!. You shall
write them on the doov‘pos’rs of your house and on your gates.

2 Timoﬂf\y 3:15 — from “childhood” you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the
wisdom that leads to salvation ‘rl/\y‘ougl/\ ]CaH'l/\ which is in Jesus Churist

Mathew 12:25 — ...a house divided against i‘rself will not stand

Proverbs 17:1 — better is a dry morsel and quietness with it than a house fu” of feasfing with sfwife

1 Timothy 3:4-5 — He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control
with all oligni’ry. (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the
church of Godl?)

Joshua 24:14-15 — Now, H/\erefov‘e, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the
gods which your father served beyond the river and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Jf it is disagreeable in
younr siglm‘ to serve the Lord, choose ]Cor youwselves this day whom you will serve: whether the gods which
younr fa’rlz\ers served which were beyond the river, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living;
but ]Cov‘ me and my l/\ouse, we will serve the Lord!

Proverbs 31:27-29 — She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idelness.
Her children rise up and bless her; Her husband also, and he praises her, saying: “Many women have done

noble H/\ings, but you surpass them all.” 0245% read the whole sf/hk/'ng passage in Proverbs 31!)
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- lLet's go back to a question fy*om last week... “What are some of the cultural attitudes that are out there
concerning I/\aving kids and raising a faw\ily?"

— According to this video, what are some of the reasons wlx\y our culture is so messed up riglx\’r now, and the
family is so broken down?

- How did you feel about the assertion that a mom really does need to be at home with the children? Are there
instances when it's ok foy* her not to be?

— ;l\ccording to the violeo, how important is it foy* a faflz\er to be emo’riona”y and spirifma”y engageal in the
L\OVV\G?

- Spiri’rma”y speaking, what did your parents do y*igl/ﬂ' in raising you? What areas do you have regrets and
wish it could have been diﬁev‘em’re

- How committed are you to seeing the good your parents gave you reproduced in your kids? The good they
didn’t give you turned around in your kids? How are you really going to ensure things in your family will be
better? What price are you wi”ing to pay?

-  How important is faw\ily in terms of the Missio Dei? (H/\e Mission of God) What I/\appens to the mission when
’r'/\ey ]Camily unit is confmsed?

-  How serious is God about the infen’rionalify of parents in +eac[/\ing their children about His mission?

- Though parenting might be a ways oﬁ fv*om some ofy'a”. .. what is it you need to start learning and doing
y*igl/\i' now to ensure that when that clay comes, you'” be in the best position possible to fmlfi” Giod’s best in
younr family?

— . " L " ”,

% Vs. 4-5... God is to be our all in all- our buw\ing passion in |ife,- Smpweme & incomparable to anyfhing else in
our lives! We can't pass this kind of love on to our children if we firsf don’t possess it ourselves! Our children
must see us passiona’rely love and pursue God!

% Vs 6... ;l\gain, ounr clz\ief love fov* God is a prerequisite to aV\y’rlf\ing else we do with our fami|y

% Vs, 7... This is God saying that the best way to reach the next generation (our children) is H/\rouglx\ the
home! The word “teach” is the same word fov‘ slf\arpening a kmife on a stone. Jt's a continual process of
impressing truth upon our children. Our +eac|/\in9 (inves+in9 in) our children takes place when we sit (down
time), walk (at work throughout day), lie down (at night), rise up (in morning)... it's all metaphorical to
indicate that feacl/\ing your children is sow\e’rl/\ing that takes place CONST;Z\NTLY, H/\Vomglz\ou’r evenry hounr
and every aspect of ounr clay

% Vs, 8... ;l\gain, W\e+ap|/\ov‘ica| |cmgu\age... on your hand (what you do), on your foy*elz\eaol (what you think), on
your doovposts (in your private Iife), on your gates (in your pub“c Iife). Again, the Lord’s desire is that we

teach God to our childven in such a way, that it saturates every aspect of our lives.

Summayy: Jtis God’s desire and design that siniJmaI deposi’rs into the next genera’rion begin in the home. The
primary v*esponsibili’ry of ’reaclning of God’s Word is not placed on a pastor or You\‘rl/\ minister, as much as it is on the
parents. Tt is also God’s desire and design that these spiwifma| deposi’rs not be compar’rmenfol— reserved foy* just
Sundays or sacred time of family devotion; they are taught and modeled throughout our day, and in every aspect of
our lives. Now... all of this assumes that there is a mother present in the home and a faﬂx\ew who is Spiy‘i‘l’ua”Y and

emo’riona”y engageal as well,

o orK:
Take some time this week to review what you learned in this s‘rudy with your spouse. Discuss with one another younr
vision and values towards fami|y, raising kids, etc... In the L\ypoﬂz\e’ricd event that you do have children, what will
be your goals concerning raising your children? Will mom stay at home? How will Dad ensure he's spiritually
leading? What H/\ings miglx\‘r you need to give up in order to take care of youwselves financia”y? What MUST you be
wi”ing to do as parents, to allow God’s mission on earth to be accomplislf\ec’ in and ’rlf\romglx\ your fami|y? — Spend
some time praying H/\rougl/\ those issues. Ask God to give you biblical wisdom that om’rweiglx\s cultural pressure.



