GHE QISSIONAL MARRIAGE STUDY

Session #10: Parentin g ( Part 1): Birth Control, Having Kids,
& Other Issues of Faith

“Behold, children are a giﬁ‘ of the Lord, the ﬁ‘u//' of the womb is a reward, Like arvows in the hand of a

warrior, so are the children of one’s youth. How blessed is the man who's quiver is full of them...

”

-Psalm 127:3-5a

Conceptual Jdeas to Convey:

Children are “gifts” from the Lord & they also represent the future of God’s plan on earth
Next to clr\oosing a mate, parenting will be the most important decision you and your spouse will make.
parenﬁng is a HUWGE decision- and one that should not be taken |i9|/\’rly— especia”y in liglm‘ of ’roclay/s
culture. Much prayerful consideration should be made concerning whether or when to have a family.
Many fadrov*s seel to inﬂuence our decision on whether or when to have children. Our erewardsI/\ip Is to
ensure that we're a”owimg God’s Word to iV\ﬂmeV\ce our decision instead of our culture.
Since Giod’s Word does not Speak c!iy*ecﬂy to the issue of birth control, we need to use wise discernment on
whether or which fov‘ms of birth control to use. Some forms are L\eaHI/\y and normative, while others can be
move dangerous. The point is: we just need to think, pray, and do our research befov*e we hastily grab the
firs’r ](ov‘m our world throws at us.
At the core of all of these issues is fai’rlx\ & obedience. The real questions to ask in any of these decisions
are...

o  Will God be most 9/0r/f/ed in this decision?

o Js this decision stemming from se//[/'s/] motives, or ﬂ‘om Ciod’s /eac//'mg?

0 Do T trust God to take care ofme in this situation?

A Biblical View of Children:

DS

DS

Geenesis 1:28... ‘Cod blessed them, and God said to them, Be fr‘m’tﬁm and multiply, ana/ﬁ// the earth...”
Psalm 127... Unless the LORD builds the house, f/ley labor in vain who build it: unless the L. ORD gmards

the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain. Tt is vain /[or you fo rise up early, to retive late, to eat the bread

ofpamfu/ labors; For He gives to His beloved even in his sleep. Behold, children are a 91& of the L ORD,
Ihe_#mf_aﬁtéle_mo_m@ig_e_mg_d Like arrows in the hand o][a warrior, so are the children o/[one s youth.

How blessed is the man whose quiver is full of theny they will not be ashamed When they speak with their
enemies in the gate. 7

Genesis 33:5... (Esau to Jacob...) He //ﬂec/ his eyes and saw the women and the childven, anc/ said, "Who
are these with XOMZHSO he ca/d "The children whom Qagihas_gmmw your servant.”

Psalm 113:9... He makes the barren woman abide in the house as W@_ﬁwﬂf_aéu@@ Praise the
LORD!”

Deut. 7:13... "He will love you and bless you and multiply yous He will also bless the fruit of your womb and
the ][mm‘ ofyomr 9roz4nd/ Your grain andyour new wine andyour oil, the increase of)/omr herd and the young
of Yyour f]oc/<, in the land which He swore to your forefa;‘hers fo give you. 7

Psalm 128:2-3... When you shall eat 0/[7‘/1@ fw/m‘ ofyomr hands, you will be happ)/ and it will be well with

vou. Vour W//[e s/la// be like Q_f_nLﬁﬂLLume within your house, your children like olive plants around your

table.”

Psalm 139:13-18... “TFor Vou formed my inward parts; Vou wove me in my mother’s womb., T will give
thanks to Vou, for T am fearfully and wonderfully made;, Wonderful are Vour works, And my soul knows it
very well. My f)‘ame was not hidden ][r‘om YVou, When T was made in secret, And 5/</'///[M//y wromg/]f n the
depths of the earthy Vour eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The
days that were orc/a/mec/ﬂor me, When as yet there was not one off/lem. How precious also are Vour
f/]omg/ﬁ‘s to me, O Crod! +How vast is the sum of‘fhem./ J/[Jshom/c/ count them, f/]ey would outnumber the
sand when T awake, T am still with l/om. 7



" x :
Since 1970, the percentage of fc\w\ilies with 5 or more children (21%) has been cut in I/\alf +oc|o\y (10%)
Since that time, the numbenr of households with 1 or 2 people only, has jumped from 46% to 60%

One of the fas’res’r growing portions of ounr popu\la’rion is sihgle women between the ages of 30-35. This
number is er*ipleol from 1970.
% TFactors conﬂ*ibu’rihg to the dy‘op in fam”y size:

0 Jncreased infev*’rilify
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0  Jncrease in abortions

0 Rise in career-minded women

o High rates of divorce (couples aren’t staying married long enough to have kids)

0  Jncreased view of children amongst young married’s as a distraction or added expense

o hﬁp-({www mgkidd'ng.neﬂ is a site that reﬂecfs some of the current attitudes in our culture towards kids

“I really love children, and once you have two, you might as well have ten. But if I do have more kids it’ll have to be soon - before 1’m 40. Maybe |
have to find a good sperm donor.” — Pamela Anderson

“There is nothing wrong with kids...I don’t know. Maybe | don’t want the responsibility. Maybe 1’d rather have a more flexible lifestyle... with kids,
so many things are just out of reach.... but | want to reach those things. | want to be able to go on some random trip to Paris, because | feel like it.
With kids, | can’t do that sort of thing.”” — Misc. College Student

“You know, we have a lot of friends who are having children right now. And | see all of the different sides of it now." | mean, even before | knew |
was gay, | knew I didn't want to have a child. | knew I didn't want to have one. | never want to have to release it from me. Listen, | love babies. I love
children. And I melt when I'm around them. I also love my freedom and I love that | can sleep at night.” — Ellen Degeneres

“If anything | will adopt. | DO NOT want to bring up a child in this world. | will adopt if I feel the need, as that will be helping a worthy cause. Why
have a child when so many need love already? To be honest | don’t really like children, and | am in no way maternal...” — Misc. College Student

““Since I’ve been on the pill for years and I’m too paranoid (OK, “paranoid™ is a bit harsh...more like concerned’) to ever miss one. | have never
really wanted kids. | have so many plans for my life and so many things | want to see and do, and a child around me 24/7 would totally cramp my
style. Not to mention the fact that | would never want to raise a child in this world today. And don’t even get me started on the amount of money it
takes to be a parent. Don’t get me wrong...I like kids. My 6-year-old niece is my sunshine. But it’s just not my thing.” — Misc. College Student

"

-  What are some of the cultural attitudes that are out there concerning L\aving kids and raising a family?

- How do you think the culture has inﬂmemcec’ your view of [/\aving children and raising a fami|y?

- How has your faw\ily upbringing imﬂuey\cecl your view of having children and raising a faw\ily?

-  Whatis God’s view of children and family?

-  Whevre did you fi rst learn about birth control? What were you fow\gl/\’r?

- Biblically speaking, what (lf anything) does Giod have to say concerning birth control? Ts it ok? When might
it not be ok? Js it ok ][oy* us to determine the size of our own families?

- Do you think that Vig[/n‘ now, your decision to have children, not to have children, or when to have children- is
movre inﬂuenced by a biblical perspective or ]Cv*om cultural pressures?

—  How do you know if you're ready to have kids? What factors indicate you're not ready?

—  What role does ”]CaH'l/\” play in this matter? “Obedience?”

-  How does all of this play into the mission of God that we've been called 102

o orK:
% Take some time dmring the next week, sit down with your spouse and have some dia|ogue about younr

’r'/\omgl/\’rs on pregnancy & I/\aving a family. Mndersfonding that this is a ]/\mge decision in marriage and Iife,
have an honest discussion about younr desires, convictions, and 9oals concerning lf\avihg a fami|y. Take
some time ’roge’rl/\er to investigate those desires, convictions and goc\ls ’rl/\v*omgl/\ God’s perspective in the
Scy‘ip‘ru\res. Get to the botom of those motivations and see if H/\ey are more inﬂuenced & smppovﬂ'ed by
God’s Word, or the culture around you. Ask God to give you and your spouse trust and fai’rl/\ in Him
concerning whatever it is He lays on younr heart concerning whether or not to have a family, or even the

Himing involved of that.


http://www.nokidding.net/

