GHE QISSIONAL MARRIAGE STUDY

Session #8: Romance as the Rej]ection Qf God’s Love

rise, come, my darling; my beautiful one, come with me...
CAw; y darling; my beautiful ith 7
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‘Sexuality is designed by Crod as a way to know Clod, in Christ, more fully; and knowing Christ more fully
is a’esignea’ by Giod as a way of gua;‘a’ing and guia’ing our sexuality. All misuses of our sexuality distort

the know/edge of Ciod and all misuses of our sexua/l'fy derive from not haw'ng the true know/edge of God.”
- John Piper — Sex & The Supremacy of Christ

Conceptual Jdeas to Convey:

e Tn our firsi‘ cou\p|e of sessions, we iden‘rified that God created marriage as an illustration of Christ’s love for
the church. And in 'H/\a’r, we discussed how our marriages were meant to serve as an exc\mp|e of that |ove,
as a withess to the world around us. This session seeks to expand on that concept, by Slr\owing how even the

romantic (i.e. — sexual in’rimacy) in our marriage serves as a v*eﬂecfion of God’s love and desirve for us.

% Romance & Jn’rimacy are God’s Jdea. Maw‘iage is the union that y*e]qec’rs God’s desire fov* intimacy with
us. Tlf\y‘ov\gl/\ Mav‘v‘iage, we can come to understand the kind o]c intense desire and passion God feels fov‘ us,
His bride.

e We were made to experience infimacy with our spouse, yet W\arriage is only the fowei'aere of an even move
deeply fuhci”ing union. The fee“ngs of love and fmlfi”menf we experience in our marriages point toward a
grander fmlfi”meh’r in God.

» We need to seek to cleepey\ the levels of love, romance, and sexual intimacy in our marriage- as well as
gu\av‘d against a lack of love, romance, and sexual intimacy in our marriage- for three primary reasons...

1. Jt's good for US... God is the originator of romance in marriage; and H/\erefore He sees it as
someH/\iV\g that is good fov‘ us; and makes our marriages healthier. (i.e.- He wired us to need
intimacy with our mate)

2. Jt's good for QOD... God is glorifiecl in us I/\aving intimacy with one another because it v*eﬂed's an
accurate picture of His love and passion towards us.

3. Jt's goocl fov* the WORLD... God uses romance in our marriage to serve as a witness to the world
around us just how much God loves His people.
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Review:
@ Genesis 1:27... God made man in His image / Genesis 2:18-25... God made marriage as well
o epl/\esians 5:31-33... the ]\/\ysfery of marriage is about Christ & the Church...
¢ Jsaiah 54:5 / Jeremiah 31:32... Your real husband is your Creator!

God’s Passion fov* Us:

% Jsaiah 54:10... Tor the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, But My /ov/ng/dmdmess will not
be r‘emovec//[r‘om vou, and My covenant o/[peace will not be shaken- says the Lord who has compassion on
vou.”

e Heremiak 31:3... T have /ovea/yom with an ever/asz‘/'mg love, f/lerefore T have drawn you fo Me with
lovin gk/’ndmess 7

" Hosea 11:8... How can T give you up, O 6/9/1%0/}14? How can T survendenr youy, O Tsrael? ...+How can T
treat you like Zeboiim? My heart is turned over within Me, All My compassions are kindled.”

& Zepl/\anialr\ 3:17... He will take great de//g/lf n you, He will guiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you
with singing... 7
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Intimacy = “In-To-Me-YVou-See”

Seven Ways to Pave the Road to Intimacy& Romance in Your Marriage...
1. Spend guality time with one-another (face—fo—face conversation) daily
Esteem one-another regm/ar/y (comp/imenf/ ec/ify, mp//'ﬂ, l.e. — positive /amgmage)
Pray together daily
Play fogef/ler Vegm/al/‘/y
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5. Learn each other’s Love .Lamgmage and fma’ ways fo speak it each C/ay
6. Cio on dates regm/ar/y— that support an aﬂnospher‘e ofromamce
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lLearn to forg/'ve one-another, qm/'ck/y
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—  What is romance?

- How important are one’s feelilf\gs to romance?

- Think of some cou\p|es you know. How do their v*e|a1‘ions|/\ips demonstrate romance?

- How can a Velon‘ions[/\ip not demonstrate true romance?

- What is the most romantic thing that your spouse has done for you? How did you feel?

- We know that God loves us, but sometimes we ]Ciy\d it hard to believe He is passionate about us. W'/\Y'.a What
hinders us fv‘om realizing this foumda’rional biblical truth?

- What, if any, connection do you see between your ability to receive God’s love and your ability to give
God’s love to others (V\amely, your Spomse)?

-  How does romance fac’ror into your relationship with God?

-  What words best describe Giod’s love for you? What words best describe your love for your spouse?

- JIn what ways have you exhibited a good jealousy in gmarding your marriage v*ela’rionsl/\ip?

— WI/\Y is God 9|orified when we experience the fm”es’r extent of sexual infimacy and romance with our spouse
in marriage?

—  How can you be more romantic with your spouse? i.e. — in what ways can you seek to improve the romance
and passion in your mawiage?

-  JIn what ways does your marriage look different from when you were dating/courting, if at alle Why?

- What things serve as the greatest deterrent to romance in your marriage? How can you seek to better
gv\awd against those H/\ings and keep them fwom s‘realing younr desire ]Cov* your mate?

- Jn what ways does the world around you benefif from seeing a biblical passion and romance lived out in

your marriage?

l omewo V‘lﬁ H

¢ Take some time in the next day or so to sit down with your spouse and thank them for the way he or she has
shown love to you. Spend a ]Cew moments in prayer, suwendering your past, present, and fu’rw*e of younr
marriage, to the One who made you and loves you with an ever|as’rin9 love. ;Z\ﬁcirm your love fov‘ one
another and ask foy* God’s unconditional love to ﬂow into your marriage and deepen your romantic intimacy
with one another... pway also that your marriage, your intimacy, your romance, would serve as a remindenr

both to you and to those around you just how much God loves His peop|e and is passionate towards them!

% Use this session as younr chance to increase the olepflz\ of romance and intimacy that God desires in younr
marriage...

e} Oﬁensively. . Jf your marriage is lacking in intimacy, make it younr goa|, starting this week to
romance your spouse in a way that he or she miglf\f best receive love. TFind one or two ’r[/\ings you
can do to add the spark that your marriage is lacking. Jf the romantic ]Civ‘e is burning strong in your
marriage, continue to seek out ways, this week, to add more embers.

e} Defensively. - Jf theve are any ”]Coxes” (5.0.5. 2:15) in your marriage, that are seeking to sneak in
and destroy the intimacy you have; sit down with your spouse and identity what those “foxes” might

be, and come up with a game plan of accou\vﬁ'abili’ry to gmawd against them in your marriage.



